
New Bylaws Approved  

Thanks to everyone who 
participated in our first 
online meeting held March 
8-10, 2009 in the forums 
area of the DNA website. 
The purpose of this meet-
ing was to approve the As-
sociation’s new bylaws. 34 
of our 43 members joined 
the meeting and voted to 
approve the new bylaws – 
that’s a 79% turnout! The 
new bylaws have been sent 
to UKC and we await their 
final approval. You can 
find minutes of the meeting 
in the Club members’ area 
of the forums at http://
spotsdna.org/fourms  

Specialty Date  
Confirmed – September 
19, 2009 
Our annual specialty will 
be held in Davis, California 

on September 19, 2009. The 
conformation judge will be 
Mark Goldman. We don’t 
have an obedience/rally 
judge yet. If you have a sug-
gestion, please contact the 
show chair Carol Chase at  
fiacredals@aol.com.  

Temperament  
Committee  

Joanne Nash is the head of 
the newly formed tempera-
ment committee. One of the 
committee’s first tasks is to 
put together a description of 
ideal Dalmatian tempera-
ment. A draft will be sent to 
the members for comments. 
Once an ideal temperament 
has been defined, the com-
mittee will formulate an  
action plan to help breeders 
maintain or move towards 
that temperament standard. 
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Health Committee   

DNA now has a Health  
Committee headed  
by Julie Stillman. The  
committee is working on  
prioritizing suggestions  
for future action including 
a Dalmatian health survey, 
record-keeping on NUA 
Dalmatians and their off-
spring, investigating the 
effects of inbreeding on 
health in Dalmatians and 
helping breeders under-
stand how to deal with 
dogs that are affected by 
or are carriers of one of 
the common problems in 
Dals.  

Corinne James 

spotsdna.org/fourms


Barb Allison an-
nounces-  puppies are 

due April 3rd. The sire is UKC 
GRCH Stocklore Top Spot (NUA) and 
the dam is Rim Rock's Whoa Black 
Betty.   

I must brag on Sadie (Aberdeen and Cahuns High Hopes), We 
went to 4 shows in Phoenix and Sadie went  BB 4 times and 
placed in the group twice - a 3rd and a 4th. At 9 months of age 
she did very well and she is 2/3 of her way to a title.  

Denise Powell has Krusher x 
Angie puppies (AKC Ch TNG 
the Untouchable at DXL x Aber-
deen's Angelina). All the pups 
have black spots. There are 3 
males and 3 females. DNA test-
ing will be done soon to deter-

mine which of the pups inherited the gene for normal uric acid. 
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Whelping Box, Puppies and Brags 
Also Angie's sister, Layla (Aberdeen and Dotter's Ataraxis) 
is expecting a litter sired by Regis (Can Ch Beachcombers 
Final Answer) Puppies are due around May 14th. Layla had 
4 NUA pups in her first litter. Lesley Beals and Denise Pow-
ell co-own Layla. Regis is owned by Elizabeth Zedel of 
Newfoundland, Cananda who sent Regis to California 
"honeymoon" with Layla. Inquires on either litter can be sent 
to Denise at wellbredk9s@sbcglobal.net  

Loretta Swanson brags “My puppy 
(Hartley, a NUA Dalmatian from Denise 
Powell's H litter by AKC CH Guardian 
Brave And Noble and out of Aberdeen An-
astasia) made his conformation show debut 
at the Michigan Classic, March 14th and 
15th.  Although the only Dalmatian in at-
tendance, we still had a good showing, 
earning a group three on Sunday!” 

Yesterday the regional club I belong to 
(Greater Pittsburgh Dal Club) had a 
meeting. I asked Bob for permission to 
take Topper and present him and the BC 
project to our small membership. He 
graciously permitted me to do that but 
warned me not to be disappointed if no 
one can see past his age marks and less 
than perfect markings.  

I asked the members for a show of hands 
from those that had heard of the BC pro-
ject and a few hands went up. Then I 
asked for a show of hands from those 
that have had a dog or knew of a dogs 

that suffered from stones. 

Many more hands went up. I briefly ex-
plained the backcross project and gave 
some handouts. I then introduced Topper 
who was being held by my friend 
LaDonna and everyone looked at this 
dog who was standing there wagging his 
tail non stop. He then greeted each and 
everyone. Since we had our meeting at a 
training center most everyone brought a 
dog which he greeted just as sweetly tail 
still wagging. He was a better ambassa-
dor to our breed than many of the AKC 
Dals (some of mine included). Because 
our small club consists of many pet own-
ers and performance people they could 
see the wonderful old dog for what he is 
and they "got it". As I watched this dog, 
who has stolen my heart while he has 
been here, represent our breed so well I 
was overcome with emotion. I excused 
my emotion and then told them that the 
DCA and the AKC say that Topper is not 
a Dalmatian. I let them be the judge. I 
know Topper made some friends for our 
cause yesterday!  

Since Topper is behind quite a few of the 
NUA dogs and will always be I am 

thrilled to have 
had the opportu-
nity to get to 
know him. He is 
a very stable, 
sweet dog. 
There are so 
many things 
about this dog 
that I really like. 
I love his dark eyes, strong teeth with a 
perfect bite and full dentition. His has 
strong, heavy boning with good feet. He 
has a pretty headpiece and much, much 
more. He is a substantial dog but I doubt 
if he is over 23". After getting to know 
Topper I know we are headed in the 
right direction with his kids and grand-
kids. I only wish I could have met Opie, 
Trevor and Watson and all the other 
dogs that are behind this project.   

It feels good to be excited about some-
thing again!  

Barb Allison 

Topper at nearly 11 



tee's slate will be declared elected. If 
nominations are received from the mem-
bers, an election will be conducted via 
written ballot and the U.S. Mail.   

Marion Mitchell 
Corresponding Secretary of DNA 
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Meet a member: Jim Seltzer 

All applications for membership are 
posted in the newsletter and members 
have 30 days to send comments about 
prospective members to the Board. 
Membership applications:  

Vickie Eckard    
Maryland    
Sponsors:    
Tracie Tepke 
Barbara Allison  

Mary Alice Milwid 
Pennsylvania 
Sponsors: 
Marion Mitchell 
Tracie Tepke  

Cindy Gootee 
(Ingalls)  
Ohio 

Club NEWS 

Willowind Dalmatians - Jim Seltzer, Ph.D.   

My earliest association with Dalmatians 
began with Gabby. It was 1976, and I had 
just returned from a two-year assignment 
in Samoa, South Pacific, as a Peace Corps 
volunteer. Finding it difficult to adjust to 
the abrupt shift from the slow pace and 
tranquility of a tropical island to the hec-
tic life in metropolitan Washington DC, I 
soon traded my high-rise apartment for a 
small house in suburbia. I needed a pet 
and searched the classifieds in the Wash-
ington Post to find just the right compan-
ion – not too small, not too big, but in the 
Goldilocks' fashion: just the right size and 
temperament to serve as the ideal jogging 
companion. I soon narrowed the selection 
to only a few breeds and finally to a Dal-
matian, because, and I quote: “little or no 
doggy smell” and “not much of a barker.” 
The semi-feral street curs in Samoa 
growled and barked all night as they 
fought over the few scraps of food re-
maining in the umu (earthen oven) keep-
ing everyone awake until a young boy 
would be dispatched to go outside and 
quell the nuisance with a few well-aimed 
stones. Hence, the not-much-of-a-barker 

quality alluded to in my reference was 
especially appealing.  

I purchased Gabby from Jackie Eswor-
thy (Cynjac’s Dalmatians). Gabby 
(Applejack’s Gentle Gabby) was line 
bred on the Never Complain line. She 
had one brown eye, one light blue eye, 
and her nose was parti-colored, with 
ample pink. Her less than show quality 
appearance detracted not in the least 

from her far more important virtues as 
a boon companion and an energetic 
runner – equally willing to run by my 
side as she was to lie between my legs 
looking deeply into my eyes as I prac-
ticed my daily transcendental medita-
tions. Gabby and I enjoyed the local 
fun matches (entry fee $1.00 in 1976) 
but won few ribbons. Gabby got me 
hooked on Dalmatians, and as we all 
soon discover, like salted peanuts, one 
is never enough.   

Enter Duke, stage left. Duke (Amorous 
Duke of Dudley), a Green Starr by 
Amorous breeding, came along in 
1981. Duke fit right in and soon took 
Gabby’s place as my running compan-
ion.  

In 1986 I joined the Greater Washing-
ton Dalmatian Club and the Dalmatian 
Club of America, began to learn a bit 
more about Dalmatians by studying the 
Standard, met Christine Dyker, and 
purchased on co-ownership Whispy 
(Labyrinth Whispering Hope, an Oscar 
Madison daughter). After a few match 

(Continued on page 4) 


