
The UKC Premier is the 
yearly show held by the 
United Kennel Club in their 
hometown of Kalamazoo, 
MI. It is the equivalent of 
the AKC's Westminster but 
so much more. This is a 
three day event with a total 

of over 5,000 entries for the 
three days. Each day  
includes Conformation,  
Obedience, Rally, Agility, 
Terrier Races, Air Dog 
(dock diving), Family Obe-
dience, Lure Coursing,  
Protection, and Weight 
Pull. Two of the evenings 
included the 2008 Top Ten 
Show and on Sunday morn-
ing before the show was the 
Total Dog awards presenta-

tion (for per-
formance and 
conformation). 
All in all it was 
a whirlwind 
tour of almost 
everything 
UKC has to  
offer.   

UKC prides itself in being 
a performance registry and 
that was certainly present 
everywhere you went. 
There was over 500 per-
formance entries each day! 
For those of you who  
haven't seen the Terrier 
Races, it is a must see. 
These little guys are so fast 
each run is over in a matter 
of seconds. Air dog (Dock 
Diving) is the crowd favor-
ite and cheering could be 
heard from all parts of the 
fairgrounds. I think Lure 
Coursing is every Dalma-
tian's dream and even 

though there were not 
any Dalmatians entered 
this year, just wait until 
next year. Family Obedi-
ence is a combination of 
CGC and obedience with 
a few twists thrown in. 
The dog must sit and wait 
for its food bowl, it must 
jump into a vehicle and 
wait until the door is 
closed, it must sit and 
wait while the handler 
opens a gate, returns to 
the dog, walk through 
together, and then sits 
while the gate is closed. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“All in all it was a  
whirlwind tour of  
almost everything  
UKC has to offer. “ 



UKC Premier (Continued from page 1) 

The dog must sit in the ring with the 
handler and honor while the next dog 
does the exercises. There is, of course 
a heeling pattern that you do with no 
direction and an off leash recall that 
appeared to be about 100 ft or so. 
There is a very interesting figure 8 
that involves 4 people and a meet and 
greet with the judge. Then there is 
also all levels of Rally, Agility, and 
Obedience.   

Top Ten is an event for dogs that  
receive the most breed points in con-
formation competition during the   

previous year. This years qualifying 
attendees were Ch. Fiacre's First and 
Foremost and Ch Dreamworks Been 
Around the World both of which  
performed fabulously outside in the 
pouring down rain. The winner was 
"Sky" – Ch Dreamworks Been Around 
the World – shown excellently by his 
junior handler Aubrey Richardson.  
Aubrey and Sky wowed the judges and 
the crowd at the finals on Saturday 
night. Out of 20 finalist, Sky placed 7th. 
We believe this is the highest a Dalma-
tian has placed in the Premier Top Ten!   

Conformation was delightful and  
educational. UKC has some wonderful 
breeds that you don't see at AKC 
shows. Did you know there are 6 dif-
ferent kinds of treeing hounds and that 
the Rhodesian Ridgeback in not the 
only dog in the world with a ridge? The 
Thai Ridgeback has one too. And even 
though they are probably smaller than 

the rabbit they hunt, the Podego  
Portugueso is quite the charmer. How 
about a Teddy Roosevelt Terrier or 
maybe a Norrbottenspetz? It was 
quite an adventure in group figuring 
out which dogs were which.   

I do have to say that the Dalmatian 
looks out of place in the Companion 

group. The next biggest dog in the 
group is the miniature poodle and it 
goes down from there ending with the 
Chihuahua. There were 22 breeds rep-
resented in the Companion Group this 
weekend.   

Total Dog was truly an all-rounders 
dream come true. In order to make the 
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From left to right standing - Lily Strait (white shirt),  
Kimberly Richardson, Bob Schaible, Liz Hanson. 
Kneeling - Loretta Swanson (brown pants suit) and her dog 
Hartley, Aubrey Richardson with puppy Peyton, Lily's dog 

Caspian next to Aubrey, Denise Powell in the middle, 
Carol Chase holding Gryffindor's collar and Jonathan  

Bastasich (who co-owns Gryffindor )  

“Out of 20 finalist,  
Sky placed 7th. We believe 

this is the highest a  
Dalmatian has placed in the 

Premier Top Ten!” 

“DNA had a outstanding turn 
out and did all the winning. 

The NUA's were well  
Represented...” 
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finals you must qualify in a perform-
ance event AND win either Best Male 
or Female, or win your champion or 
grand champion class, or Best of Breed 
on Saturday. There is also a point  
system but I haven't figured that out 
yet. There were over 20 BREEDS  
represented in the finals ring (not 20 
Border Collies). UKC President 
Wayne Cavenaugh judged the finals 
and the Best in Show Total Dog was a 
Samoyed. Yes, a Samoyed. He gave a 
wonderful speech summarizing UKC's 
premise of Total Dog; Structure,  
Function, Temperament. UKC is about 
dogs, family, friends and fun.   

DNA had a outstanding turn out and 
did all the winning. The NUA's were 
well represented and won the Cham-
pion Class and Best of Breed each day. 
Our Fiona even went on to win the 
Companion Group. There were cele-
brations all around. I hope that next 
year I will be in that Total Dog ring 
and that I will not be alone. Set the 
date for next year – June 11-13th.  

Friday Results: 
Best Male: MYSTIC MICKIE. 
Owned by: Richard Wood and Lesia 
Wood 
Champion, Best of Breed: CH  
FIACRE'S FIRST AND FORE-
MOST. Owned by Carol Chase 
Reserve Champion: FIVE ALARM 
FLASHGORDON. Owned by: Luane 
V. Williams  

Saturday Results: 
Best Male: MYSTIC MICKIE. 
Owned by: Richard Wood and Lesia 
Wood 
Best Female, Best of Winners: 
THIDWICK AURA. Owned by  
Lizabeth Hancock 
Champion, Best of Breed: CH  
ABERDEEN'S BOB HARTLEY. 
Owned by Denise M. Powell and 
Loretta Swanson. 
Reserve Champion: CH DREAM-
WORKS BEEN AROUND THE 
WORLD. Owned by Lillian A Strait 
and Aubrey Richardson. 

Award of Merit: CH FIACRE'S 
FIRST AND FOREMOST. Owned by 
Carol Chase 

Sunday Results: 
Best Male: MYSTIC MICKIE. 
Owned by: Richard Wood and Lesia 
Wood 
Best Female, Best of Winners: 
THIDWICK AURA. Owned by Liza-
beth Hancock 
Champion, Best of Breed: CH  
FIACRE'S FIRST AND FORE-
MOST. Owned by Carol Chase 
Reserve Champion: CH STOCK-
LORE VILIA DE FORREST. Owned 
by Robert H. Schaible and David K. 
Schaible.  
COMPANION GROUP 1: CH  
FIACRE'S FIRST AND FORE-
MOST. Owned by Carol Chase   

 

I wish that words or actions could heal 
your hearts but we know that is not 
possible.  Many of us were blessed to 
see the team of Sky and Aubrey and we 
will forever remember those  
magnificent performances and their 
special bond.     

With deepest sympathy,  

The Dalmatians of North America  

"Death leaves a heartache no one  
can heal, love leaves a memory no one 
can steal".  (Anonymous)  

It is with great sadness that we  
report the untimely death of 

the 2009 UKC TOP TEN  
Dalmatian Winner  

CH DREAMWORKS BEEN 
AROUND THE WORLD  

(Owned by Lillian A Strait and  
Aubrey Richardson)    

To Aubrey, Lillian, and Kim, 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you.        



Carol Chase brags 
“Fiona (Ch. Fiacre's First and 
Foremost) won the Breed 2 out of 
3 days at the UKC Premier and 
was awarded a GROUP 1 on Sun-
day! “ 

And from Mary-Lynn Jensen  
“Litter brag,   
Glendale's To Be or Not to Be x  
AKC/UKC Ch Woodwynd Tea 
Thyme at the Hardrock RD  
Nine pups - SIX liver - all HUA”     

Aubrey Richardson and Sky 
placed 7th in the Top 10. 
Beating over 400 dogs in the 
process.  

Peggy Ann Strupp rode sidesaddle on her Appaloosa horse in 
a parade in Culbertson, Montana with Dals Ch Redrock's  
Harmonyc Cadence, CD, RD, 
RDX, and Ch Koira Redrk Rada-
gast the Brown, CD, RD, RDX on 
either side of the horse.  This is 
Peggy Ann's first parade with the 
dogs since moving to Montana.  It 
was a very hot day, so the dogs 
wore "cool collars" and pad pro-
tection.  The team of Dalmatians 
and Appaloosa won first place in the horse entry category.  
The dogs were a big hit with the crowd, as always.   


