
Fiona as now been assessed 
by the two championship 
judges! The Second being, 
International all groups and 
BIS judge, Frank Kane. 
I had arranged to meet Frank 
Kane at a seminar on ’good 
and balanced conformation’, 
he was doing for a KC judg-
ing diploma (for aspiring 
judges) . 
 
We arranged to meet during 
the lunch brake in the car 
park. I had expected to be 
there for no longer than 10 
minuets or so. However, 
once Mr. Kane had finished 
assessing Fiona, he asked if 
we would stay on for the re-

maining 3 
hours, so that 
he could use 
her as his 
’model’ to dem-
onstrate good 
and balanced 
conformation. 
 
There were, of 
course, many 
other show 
dogs there he 
could have 

used for this, so I was  
sufficiently flattered enough 
to stay! 
 
Fiona displayed nothing less 
than exemplary patience and 
behaviour for 
the two hours. 
Most of this 
time she spent 
on the table, 
infact she  
almost fell 
asleep until she 
realized some-
one was taking 
pictures of her 
(see photo).  
 

Fiona quite happily stood 
there while Mr. Kane  
demonstrated, with tape, 
the correct angles, to his 
audience. 
 
Fiona enjoyed the attention 
afterwards too, as quite a 
few of the audience came 
over to Say what a beauti-
ful Dalmatian she is, but 
then we know that! 
  
Julie and Fiona. 
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Many DNA members have Dalma-
tians that are registered with both the 
UKC and the AKC. Those of us who 
have Dalmatians are descendants of 
the Dalmatian-Pointer Backcross 
Project are not able to register our 
Dals with the AKC due to a decision 
that was made in the early 1980s. So, 
in the spring of 2009, owners and 
supporters asked the AKC to reverse 
that decision.  
 
The AKC agreed to consider our re-
quest. They asked input from their 
Dalmatian parent club, DCA. The 
also asked their Health and Welfare 
Advisory Committee to review the 
issue and report back. According to 
the AKC that committee�s purpose is 
��to provide factual and impartial 
information by creating a forum for 
proactive discourse based on scien-
tific and ethical concerns.� Read 
more about the committee at www.
akc.org/news/index.cfm?
article_id=3909   
 
So far so good. The AKC seems to 
have taken our request seriously and 
set about doing an impartial review 
of the issues involved and indicated 
that a decision will be made based on 
science and ethics.  
 
But we begin to get worried several 
months later, when we are told by the 
AKC �the advisory committee’s input 
is being made to the Board, and the 
Board will decide what it wishes to 
release or not. When the Board 
reaches a decision, which could be in 
January or at a subsequent meeting, 
this will be reported in the Board 
minutes. Until that is done, I would 
not speculate on what action, if any, 
the Board might take.�  
 
As it turned Board did not reach a 
decision in January of this year or at 
any Board meeting since then. And 

the Board has not released any infor-
mation about the conclusions and rec-
ommendations from the impartial advi-
sory committee.  
 
The AKC is giving out very little infor-
mation about their deliberation proc-
ess. According the Board minutes in 
April and May �The Board discussed 
the issue of the possible registration of 
descendents of a Dalmatian/Pointer 
Cross. This matter will continue to be 
discussed at future meetings and fur-
ther information will be sought from 
the Dalmatian Club of America.�  
 
Then at the August meeting  �The 
Board discussed the issue of the Dal-
matian/Pointer cross and the registra-
tion of descendents of the original 
crosses. There was a motion by Mr. 
Marden, seconded by Mr. Goodman to 
deny registration of these dogs at this 
time. This motion failed with the 
VOTE (affirmative: Mr. Marden, Mr. 
Goodman, Mrs. Strand, Dr. Garvin, 
Mr. Ashby; opposed: Dr. Haines, Dr. 
Newman, Ms. Scully; Mr. Kalter, Dr. 
Smith; abstaining: Mr. Menaker, Dr. 
Davies, Mr. Arnold). Staff was di-
rected to compile additional informa-
tion and the matter will be discussed at 
the October meeting.�  
 
In October �There was a discussion on 
the possible registration of descendents 
of a Dalmatian Pointer cross breeding. 
This will be discussed further at the 
November 2010 meeting.�  
 
As it became evident that the AKC was 
having a hard time deciding what to 
do, people on both sides of the issue 
began to search for ways to influence 
the outcome. The Board has been 
flooded with e-mails. Articles and let-
ters to the editor have been published 
in dog magazines.  
 
Disagreements about which dog is the 

best representative of the breed is a 
fact of life in the dog world. Breed-
ers, owners and  judges all have opin-
ions. I have no problem with that. 
Everyone has the right to decide what 
they like and dislike, what traits they 
think are the most important in the 
dogs the breed, own and judge.  
 
But it is not OK that LUA Dalma-
tians cannot be registered with the 
AKC because some people don�t like 
them. It is not OK for DCA to post 
misinformation about LUAs on their 
website. It is not OK DCA board 
members to misrepresent the facts in 
letters to dog magazines and to the 
AKC. It is not OK for DCA members 
to spread malicious gossip.  
 
I still believe in the power of the 
truth. The truth is: 
 
    * LUA Dalmatians are Dalmatians 
and meet or exceed any reasonable 
requirements for registration. 
    * Urate stones are a major problem 
in the breed and LUA Dals provide 
the only currently available means of 
selecting away from that problem. 
    * Dogs with normal/low levels of 
uric acid in their urine do not form 
urate stones. 
    * Breeders who do not like LUA 
Dalmatians do not have to breed to 
them. 
 
  
 
No matter what the AKC decides, 
more and more Dalmatian breeders 
are choosing to include LUA Dalma-
tians in their breeding programs. The 
population of LUA Dalmatians con-
tinues to grow and thrive. 
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There were UKC shows in Bel 
Air, Maryland on the October 23, 
24 weekend and Chris Aranowski 
and I along with Bizzi, Ryder and 
puppy Maks decided to go. Coin-
cidentally there were also AKC 
shows in Cumberland, Maryland the same weekend but 
the UKC shows drew more Dalmatians! It was a won-
derful weekend with beautiful weather and I had the op-
portunity to spend time with some long time friends and 
some new friends also! We did a little winning too! 
"Bizzi" AKC Ch / U-GRCH Rim Rock N Siobahn 
Keepin' Bizzi won the GRCH class twice, Best of Breed 
and Group 1 once. Chris Aranowski and "Ryder" AKC 
Ch / U-GRCH Rim Rock's Easy Ryder Bags won the 
GRCH class twice BOB twice, a group 1, a group 2 and 
BEST IN MULTI-BREED SHOW!  Ryder just turned 
two and he is Chris's first show dog. In that short amount 
of time they have managed to win championships in 
both AKC and UKC, Grand Champion in UKC, over 
half way to AKC Grand Championship. Finished # 3 Dal 
in UKC in 2009 and is currently  #2 UKC Dal for 2010. 
Here is a picture of the day Chris took Ryder home. I am 
so proud of this team. 
  
There were two LUA puppies 
there Maks and Maeve and they 
both won a Reserve Best Puppy in 
Show in some very stiff puppy 
competition! Maks won on Satur-
day and Maeve won on Sunday. 
Pictured are me and Maks and a 
long time friend Chris Jackson 
(Long Last Kennels) and Maeve who is a beautiful liver 
puppy girl from Barbara Greenspan.    

Jeri and Clay Jennings are 
happy to announce the arrival 
in California of "Katie," a pure-
bred long-coat Dalmatian 
puppy, approximately 4 months 
old. 
 
Katie came from  
Second Chances Dal Rescue, as did the Jennings two other 
long-coat Dals: 
Becket (NorthStar's Flags A'Flying, NA, NAJ) and 
Tika (NorthStar's Flag's Aloft) 
 
Like her big brother and sister, Katie is destined for the Agil-
ity ring. 
 
Starwood's Touched by an  
Angel, "Tess," earned her Rally 
Novice title at the Golden Triangle 
Obedience Training Club trial in 
October.  At that same trial, King-
dom's All That Jazz, "Jazz," bred 
by DNA  
member LaDonna King, earned her 
Beginner Novice obedience title 
and was High Scoring Dalmatian in 
the trial.  Jazz also got four RAE 
legs in October, qualifying in both Rally Advanced and Rally 
Excellent on the same day for each leg.  Both Tess and Jazz 
competed together in Rally Novice Pairs, coming in first 
place on October 16 and tying for first place on October 17.  
What fun it was to do Rally with both girls at the same time!  
Tess and Jazz are owned, trained, and very much loved by 
Lisa and Jim Bauer. 
 
Barb Allison writes:  
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I just wanted to let Dalmatian breeders know we now have a 
web page  for order Uric Acid DNA testing if you would like to 
share with your  fellow breeders. 
 
http://www.vetdnacenter.com/canine-disease-uric-acid.html 
 
It has always been our mission to provide our clients with the 
very  best value: 
 
-The lowest price 
-Fastest turnaround on results (normally just a few days and 
no  longer than 10 days guaranteed) 
-Guaranteed 100% accuracy 
-Free sample collection kits 
-DNA tests with the convenience of a cheek swab (equally accu-
rate as  blood) 

-Pups can be DNA tested at ANY age. 
 
Please feel free to cross post and share this news with all of 
your  friends, and thanks again for choosing DDC. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Randall Smith 
DDC Veterinary 
One DDC Way 
Fairfield, Ohio 45014   
1-800-625-0874 www.vetdnacenter.com 


