
The Kennel Club has agreed 
to register Dalmatians from 
the NUA Backcross Project 
as pedigrees. In this article I 
describe the events leading 
up to this decision, and what 
we hope for the future of 
these dogs in Europe.  
 
Those familiar with the  
attempts to obtain American 
Kennel Club registration for 
Dalmatians from the Back-
cross Project will not be  
surprised to learn that Julie 
Evans’s plan to import two of 
these dogs into the UK was 
met with some resistance 
from the Dalmatian clubs 
over here. Julie arranged the 
import of two NUA Dalma-
tian bitches in early 2009, 
and has since been fighting 
an uphill battle to get them 
registered as pedigrees.  
 
The Kennel Club declared 
they were ’minded’ to register 
these dogs and met with the 
breed clubs in September 
2009 to discuss the applica-
tion. Three quarters of the 
breed club members present 
(mostly committee members) 
voted against the registration. 
They argued that they had 

not been given the chance to 
test other Dalmatians to see 
if the NUA gene could be 
found in the UK Dalmatian 
population. The Kennel Club 
gave them until the end of 
the year to present their  
evidence against the regis-
tration, indicating that their 
decision would be based 
solely on health factors.  
 
In early January 2010 we 
received word that the Dal-
matian clubs had presented a 
report to the Kennel Club, 
but that their arguments did 
not provide sufficient  
evidence that the registration 
of NUA Dalmatians could 
be harmful to the health of 
the breed. No evidence has 
been made available to the 
public concerning the results 
of the DNA tests for the 
healthy uric acid gene, sug-
gesting that the results came 
back as negative for all of 
the dogs tested, or that per-
haps the tests were never 
even performed.  
 
A few weeks later the Ken-
nel Club published the news 
that they had decided to  
accept Julie’s application to 

register the NUA Dalma-
tians...and the celebrations 
began!  
   
 
The Future of NUA  
Dalmatians in the UK: 
 
The only condition of  
acceptance is that two show 
judges must confirm that 
the bitches are typical of 
Dalmatians in external  
appearance. Further to this, 
the offspring of these Dal-
matians will not be eligible 
for export for the next 5 
years (which is a big  
improvement over the 10 
year export ban that we 
were expecting!).  
 
The first NUA bitch is due 
to arrive in March, and 
with the acceptance of the 
registrations our focus now 
switches to convincing 
Dalmatian breeders that 
they want to incorporate 
the healthy uric acid gene 
into their lines. We believe 
that the breed club  
members opposed to the 
registration represent a  
vocal minority and that 

(Continued on page 2) 
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All applications for membership are 
posted in the newsletter and members 
have 30 days to send comments about 
prospective members to the Board. 
 
Membership applications: 
 
Jodie Kelley      
Washington State         
Sponsors : 
Ariel O’Brien   
Patricia Belt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2010 DNA Annual Specialty Show 
will be held in conjunction with the 
UKC Premier July 8-11, 2010 in  
Richmond, IN. 
 
The DNA specialty will be held  
following all-breed judging on the  
evening of Saturday, July 10, 2010 and 
our judge will be Diane Raymond of 
Tipp City, OH.   Thanks to Show Chair 
Loretta Swanson and the rest of the 
Show Committee for putting the 2010 
show together. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

there are many breeders in the UK who 
are keen to incorporate the healthy uric 
acid gene into their own lines. The 
European NUA Dalmatian website 
goes live in February, and will be used 
to inform European Dalmatian breed-
ers about the Backcross Project and to 
help coordinate the breeding plan.  
 
The NUA supporters on this side of the 
Atlantic aim to spread the healthy uric 
acid gene as widely as possible 
throughout the Dalmatian population 
while promoting the overall health of 
the dogs. All Dalmatians used for 
breeding will be fully health tested to 
ensure that they have bilateral hearing, 
good hip scores and of course that they 
are able to produce NUA offspring. 
However, there is always the worry 
that the healthy uric acid gene will be 
abused in the same way that many 
other desirable traits have been over 
the years, resulting in inbreeding and 
the development of further health is-

sues. Fortunately the British public 
(followed by the Kennel Club) have 
recently started demanding a greater 
focus on health in pedigree dogs. The 
acceptance of NUA Dalmatians is one 
of the first signs that things really are 
changing for the better. Another recent 
example is the Kennel Club’s action 
towards improving the health of  
German Shepherds by making the 
poorly formed hips found in many of 
these dogs a serious fault in the breed 
standard (and threatening to revoke the 
breed clubs’ right to award challenge 
certificates if they do not adhere to the 
new breed standard). 
 
Changes which a few years ago looked 
like an impossible dream are now  
becoming a reality; at a time when  
encouraging breeders to prioritize the 
health of their dogs seems like an end-
less and thankless task, it looks like the 
Kennel Club might soon step in and do 
the job for us.  
 

NUA Dalmatians have already been 
accepted in France, where it seems that 
they faced far less opposition. We can 
only hope that other countries with 
similar problems to the UK will follow 
suit over the next few years and start to 
prioritize health. With the views of the 
UK Dalmatian breed clubs rejected as 
unfounded, we hope to see similar  
realizations occur in the US. I can  
honestly say that I have yet to hear a 
single argument against the acceptance 
of NUA Dalmatians that stands up to 
scientific scrutiny (and I have searched 
for one). Sooner or later the breed clubs 
are going to have to accept this, let go 
of their archaic beliefs that their dogs 
are too ’pure’ to accept a 15th genera-
tion pointer backcross, and join in with 
trying to create a healthier breed of 
dog.  
 
And if they don’t? The countdown has 
started: 

...5 years�  
 

(Richard is a scientist in Great Britain) 



2 

1 

In 2008 a television documentary 
called Pedigree Dogs Exposed aired on 
the BBC in Britain. The film was ex-
tremely critical of breeders of purebred 
dogs who ignore or perpetuate  
conditions that cause pain, suffering 
and death in the dogs they produce. 
The film created a huge outcry from 
the public demanding that something 
be done to stop some of the practices 
that were shown in the film.  
 
Within months of when the film aired, 
the British Kennel Club announced 
changes intended to address some of 
the problems brought to light by the 
film. In addition, Sir Patrick Bateson 
was asked to lead an inquiry and come 
up with recommendations for how to 
address the issues that had been raised 
in the film.  
 
Bateson began his inquiry early in 
2009 and issued a 69 page final report 
in January 2010.  Bateson gathered  
information and suggestions from 
breed clubs, breeders, veterinarians, 
scientists, dog and animal welfare  
organizations and pet owners.  
 
Many of those who offered suggestions 
felt that it was important to develop 
breed-specific strategies based on the 
best available information, focusing on 
reducing the number of dogs that  
inherit serious problems.  
 
The idea is to give priority to  
conditions that: 
 
    * Cause pain or death 
    * Impact function (such as ability to 
             breath, see, hear, walk) 
    * Require treatment for life 
    * Require surgical correction for the 
             animal to survive 
 
If we apply the above to Dalmatians, 
priority would be given to reducing 
deafness and urate stone disease  
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because so much is already known 
about those conditions in the breed. 
Much has been written by researchers,  
veterinarians and breeders about  
deafness and stones. But there are 
other conditions such as epilepsy, liver 
failure, megasophogus, hip dysplasia, 
iris sphincter dysplasia and  
inappropriate temperament that also 
impact quality of life and in some 
cases lead to euthanasia .  
 
In this article, I want to focus on  
temperament because it is often said 
that behavioral problems are the  
leading cause of premature death in 
dogs. A dog�s behavior is influenced 
by inherited temperament, training and 
what is going on around the dog at a 
particular point in time.  
 
While breeders have no real control 
over what happens to a pup once it has 
been placed, they do have a  
responsibility to select breeding stock 
for the ability to produce appropriate 
temperament in their offspring. They 
also have a responsibility to provide 
effective socialization for pups during 
the first critical weeks of development. 
In addition they must take care to 
place pups with people who are  
willing and able to continue with  
socialization and training and can  
provide a suitable environment for the 
breed.  
 
The Dalmatian fancy has been slow to 
come to terms with the fact that the 
public perceives the breed to be  
hyperactive, aggressive and  
demanding. Not exactly, traits that 
make for a good family pet.  
 
When we, in the Dal fancy, do  
acknowledge the public�s perception 
of Dals as a problem breed, it is  
common for us to blame back-yard-
breeders and puppy mills or to blame 
pet buyers who did not follow our  

advice on how to socialize and train 
the dog. A few may even admit that 
not all well-bred, well socialized  
Dalmatians have good temperaments.  
 
While I do not think temperament in 
the breed is as bad as the public  
perceives it to be, I think the Dalmatian 
fancy would be wise to face fact that 
the perception has its roots in  
encounters with Dalmatians behaving 
badly - in their friend�s homes, while 
walking on the street, at the vets office, 
while being groomed, at dog shows, 
etc. Bad behavior may well be the 
leading cause of premature death for 
Dalmatians.  
 
The importance of good temperament 
is taken seriously by people in a  
number of other countries and in a 
number of other breeds. In some  
countries and in some breeds all  
breeding stock is expected to pass a 
temperament test prior to producing 
offspring. Here in the US temperament 
testing is a CHIC requirement for  
several breeds.  
 
As a club, DNA can act on the advice 
found in the Bateson report and work 
with  experts in the fields of behavior 
and the genetics of temperament in  
order to come up with a breed-specific 
plan aimed at reducing the number of 
Dals that lose their lives due to  
temperament that is inappropriate for 
companion dogs in today�s society. 
There is an old saying that the first step 
in solving a problem is admitting that 
there is one.  
  
 1 According to Wikipedia, Bateson is a research 
scientist and science popularizer who has written 
many books and articles on ethology, animal welfare, 
developmental biology and genetics, gives public 
lectures and broadcasts, as well as advising  
Parliament on scientific matters. 
2  Copy of full report can be found at www.
dogmagazine.net/archives/4725/bateson-report-in-to-
dog-health/ 

  



My first Dalmatian 
and first show dog 
Maggie is Devil In 
My Eye Maggie Mae 
AX, AXJ, OP, OJP, 
AD, OAC, NGC, 
NJC, RN, CGC, TT 
(Maggie) � my most 
titled performance 
Dalmatian to date  
 
Sam is Starwood’s 
Gift of Strength 
 
RN, CGC, TT 
(Sampson) � my BIG 
boy who I lost when 
he was young  
 
 
Jolene is UKC 
Ch. Starwood’s 
Don’t Take My 
Man CGC, TT 
(Jolene) � my 
first UKC con-
formation dog 
with a Best In 
Show � a 
REAL thrill!  
  
 
 
Cynthia Greene writes: 
My love of dogs began as a child but 
my obsession with Dalmatians began 
19 years ago.  My first Dal, Yonni, 
was our family pet and constant com-
panion to my two children.  She lived 
to be 15 1/2 and was a wonderful 
friend.   My children are grown and no 
longer live at home but we all felt 
lonely without our beloved girl.  My 
husband and I, along with our adult 
kids, decided to get another Dal but 
this time we wanted a boy.  I was for-
tunate to find Nancy Reiter, of Kare-
free Dalmatians, and to get on her 
waiting list for a male puppy.  Darlene 

Thank you for welcoming me into the 
DNA! My name is Tammy Boice and 
I�ll give you a little bit of background 
about myself. I got my first dog, Katy 
(aka Lady Katherine of Roosevelt) in 
1993. Katy was my very first dog after  
being on my own, and my very first 
Dalmatian. Katy quite literally picked 
me when my husband and I went to see 
the litter of pups we heard about. Katy 
promptly sniffed me and climbed into 
my lap and stayed there for the rest of 
my visit. That simple little gesture was 
the beginning of the most incredible 
relationship I�ve ever had.  
 
I loved training Katy in a basic class 
and decided to try to compete in for-
mal AKC obedience trials. I found that 
competing in the ring with Katy was a 
completely different type of training! 
Then, by chance, I met a girl with a 
Rhodesian Ridgeback at my training 
club. This girl, Pam, had once had Dal-
matians and just loved Katy. Over 
time, Pam taught Katy and I how to 
play the game of agility. What fun it 
was to RUN through all the obstacles!! 
Needless to say, we were hooked! Af-
ter a few months of practice, I realized 
that Kate was actually MORE confi-
dent than I�d ever seen her. 
 
During that time, I rescued a little 
patched Dalmatian I named Maggie 
(Devil In My Eye Maggie Mae). 
Maggie put me through a terrible 
puppy hood. She chewed everything, 
dug holes in the yard, and barked ALL 
the time. Maggie had such a high en-
ergy level; I knew I had to do some-
thing with her. I put her into basic obe-
dience classes which she promptly 
failed miserably � 3 times!! So, while I 
was still training Katy in obedience 
and agility, I started training Maggie. 
Maggie took to agility fantastically and 
surprised me by qualifying 4 out of 4 
runs in her very first AKC agility trial. 
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Jolene 

Maggie 

Sam 

In 2001, I added another Dalmatian to 
our family, my first male Dalmatian 
and my first liver Dalmatian. His name 
was Sampson (Starwood’s Gift of 
Strength). Sam was a real challenge for 
me. Since this was my first male, I had 
to get used to the male instincts. I also 
agreed to attempt to show him in con-
formation. I had no idea what I was do-
ing, but I belonged to a local Dalmatian 
club and they helped me try to under-
stand the sport of conformation. Unfor-
tunately, Sam was a BIG boy and by 9 
months of age was too big to show in 
the conformation ring. 
 
In 2007, I decided I wanted to try con-
formation some more, so I brought my 
second conformation dog, Jolene 
(Starwood’s Don’t Take My Man) to 
our household. I have been showing her 
in AKC conformation since 2008. 
 
A friend of ours convinced us to try 
UKC conformation as another way to 
gain more experience in the conforma-
tion show ring. I really enjoyed my first 
few experiences in UKC, and have con-
tinued showing with Jolene. She has 
earned her UKC Championship re-
cently. We even managed to talk a few 
of our Dalmatian friends from our local 
breed club to join us at the UKC shows. 
We have them addicted too! I look for-
ward to competing in more UKC shows 
this year and learning more about 
DNA.  
 
The pictures of 
my dogs: 
Katy is Lady 
Katherine of Roo-
sevelt 
OA, OAJ, NAP, 
NJP, NAC, NGC, 
NJC, NGC-V, 
NJC-V, CGC, TT   
 (Katy) � 
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Lacey.  Since I have a male Dal, I am 
very concerned about bladder stones.  I  
support the efforts of the DNA to ad-
dress this serious problem.  
  
 
Laura Fowler writes: 
A high tech industry warrior of 25 
years working in the Silicon Valley, 
I've also been an animal person most 
my life.  Currently I have a horse 
(Dutch Warm blood mare) and two 
Dalmatians, Kirby and Misty.  I got 
into dog shows mainly for the sociali-
zation aspects for my dogs, and Kirby 
achieved his AKC championship in 
2007 and Misty, now 14 months, is 
still being shown. 
  
Prior to this I had three Dalmatians 
that are now in doggie heaven.  You 
could say that I was initially drawn to 
the spotted animals entirely on their 
striking appearance, and I quickly dis-
covered they are such a joy to have as 
a pet.  Before Dalmatians I had a Bor-
zoi, and I realized it wasn't a breed I 
wanted again, so I had some point of 
reference. 
  
I learned about the genetic issues with 
Dalmatians largely brought about by 
human intervention and the related 
manifestations.  It's clear to me that 
human intervention is needed to fix the 
issues.  Fortunately we live in a time 
that science has developed to a point 
that we no longer have to grope en-
tirely in the dark.  My impression is 
this club is aware of this and resource-
ful at setting goals for the future of the 
Dalmatian and their well being.  This 
is why I would like to be involved 
with this club. 
  
 

 

DNA’s  
membership booklet  
has been updated.  

 

Go to  
 

www.spotsdna.org  
 

Click on “For Members” 
 

Click on “Club Info” 
 

Click on “Membership 
list in pdf Form” 

 

Download the pdf file and 
follow the directions 

 
75 members and  

growing! 

Hinkle of Topspot Dalmatians, who 
partners with Nancy, whelped the litter 
at her home in Quakertown, Pennsyl-
vania.  Originally we selected another 
boy from the litter but when we re-
turned the second time to see the pup-
pies, one little guy put up his paw and 
basically picked us.  We brought this 
sweet little bundle of spots home right 
before 
Thanks-
giving in 
2007 
and 
named 
him 
Topspot Jack of Hearts.  I had no in-
tention of showing him, joining any 
breed clubs or doing anything other 
than agility with Jack.  However, he 
developed into quite a handsome dog 
and, by the time he was 11 months old, 
we were traveling to dog shows for 

conformation events.   I was hooked!  
He earned his AKC and UKC champi-
onships before two years of age and 
also has his CGC and TDI certificates.  
I thoroughly enjoy the shows and the 
opportunity to make new friends 
throughout the country.  Jack and I 
continue to show for the camaraderie 
and the fun.  He loves to travel and to 
check out all the girls 
  
This summer we do plan to work on 
rally titles.  I teach high school history 
so time is precious during most of the 
year.  We hike two miles every day - 
rain, snow or sun - and also take a mile 
walk before school.  Jack loves to run 
in the woods, play frisbee, chase squir-
rels and swim in the creek.  He also 
loves to play with his best friend 

Jack 
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