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By: Evaand Ken Berg

It s been avery long road from Dr. Schaible sinitial breeding of a Dalmatian to a Pointer almost 40 years ago to
recognition and pending registration of the descendants who are 8 to 12 generations removed from that breeding.

Major signposts along this road are:

1973: Single out-cross breeding of a Dalmatian to a single Pointer.

1981: AKC registration of two 5th generation progeny of the original out-cross.

2005 2007: 38 LUA puppies born.

2008: Discovery of the gene responsible for Canine Hyperuricosuria and the development of a genetic test for
this gene.

2008 2010: 66 LUA puppiesborn. There are currently 8 homozygous cl ear Dalmatians (UU). The balance
are heterozygous (unaffected) (Uu).

2010: Completion of the AKC H& W Advisory Panel report validating the severity of urate stone dis-
ease, the science and methodology of the Backcross program, and unanimously recommend
AKC registration.

2011: Completion of the Mars Labs analysis of Backcross program Dalmatians proving that their DNA is that
of pure-bred Dalmatians

2011: Voteby amajority of the members (55% to 45%) of the Dalmatian Club of America to support AKC reg-
istration of the Backcross program Dalmatians.

2011: Unanimous vote of the AKC Board to register the descendants of Stocklore Stipples.

A pivotal event that occurred between 2008 and 2010 that is not listed asa signpost is The Petition . After the 2008
vote of the DCA membership to not discuss the possibility of AKC registration, many of us believed that we needed to
let the AKC know that alarge percentage of the Dalmatian fancy and many, though not all, DCA members supported the
registration of the LUA Dalmatians. A petition was developed (see box below) and circulated on line throughout the US
and other countries to Dalmatian enthusiasts, fanciers, owners and breeders requesting AKC registration of the
descendants of Stocklore Stipples by lifting the hold on her 1981 AKC registration. A total of 1,324 signatures were
collected:

207 DCA members

49 former DCA members

45 DVM s,

41 PhD s

107 from foreign countries, and

22 AKC judges
This petition was sent to the Board of the AKC in June 2009.

The default position of the AKC isto protect the wishes of the Parent Clubs they represent, and we knew that the
submission of the Petition was the only possible way that that we could bring our case for registration to the Board.
Although we were not sure whether they would even consider the petition, we were delighted that the AKC Board
deferred making a decision on registration and instead in October 2009, referred the questions of the seriousness of urate
stone diseasein the Dalmatian, the purity of the current LUA Dalmatians, and the legitimacy of the science of the LUA
Dalmatian Project to the AKC Health and Advisory Panel. This Panel consists of veterinarians and scientists who are
highly regarded in their field. After studying the extensive body of information on the subject, they unanimously
concluded that AKC should register the Dalmatians descending from Stocklore Stipples and submitted a detailed report
to the AKC Board in February, 2010. This report was never released, and instead the Pandl was requested to prepare an
Executive Summary Report and the AKC Board finally rdeased that document in the fall of 2010.
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Thisis the second time that the LUA proponents believed game over (thefirst time was when the gene responsible for
hyperuricosuria and the test for that gene were discovered at UC Davis) and that registration would be granted.
However, the AKC Board could not agree to overrule the Parent Club and directed DCA to educate their membership
and hold another vote. This time, the membership voted to support registration and the AKC Board responded with a
directiveto their Registration Department to put in place registration procedures.

Thereis one more component to this saga. From the time of the discovery of the SLC2A9 gene to the unanimous AKC
Board voteto register the descendants of Stocklore Stipples, constant information and pressure was brought to the AKC
Board, the DCA, the Dalmatian community and the entire dog fancy. It was critical to keep the topic on the front burner
and the subject of LUA Damatians needed to be continuously a part of AKC s agenda. We could not allow this
important issue to fall between the cracks or be kicked down the road as has been the reality of the past. But that is
another story for another time

Theroad has been long, curvy and full of potholes, but the end of the journey -- thefirst LUA Dalmatian competing at
AKC conformation events and the first AKC bred LUA litter -- isin sight. The journey was started by Dr. Robert
Schaible with the early support of Dr. Holly Nelson, Linda Fuchs (Parlier) and Joanne Nash; and is ending successfully
because of the current dedication of Denise Powell, Carol Chase, Julie Evans (UK), and the entire membership of
Dalmatians of North America who highly prioritize health. Thereal beneficiary of thisjourney is very ssimply the
Dalmatian who will eventually be free of urate stone disease. We should all be very proud of our contribution to this
very important journey!!

The Petition

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the American Kennel Club (AKC) to lift the hold on the registration of the
descendants of Dalmatian Stocklore Stipples (NS601000) so that these purebred Dalmatians are eligible for AKC
registration. Introducing these dogs into the AKC Dalmatian gene pool offers the only scientifically proven solution to
a serious genetic defect in the breed.

The Problem
In 1916 Dr. Benedict* first described a defect in Dalmatians where elevated levels of uric acid in their urine caused a
condition known as hyperuricosuria. Since then, al Dalmatians tested have been found to have high uric acid.

This metabolic defect makes ALL DALMATIANS prone to forming urate stones and crystals that can result in
blockages in the urinary tract causing great pain and suffering in affected dogs, and resulting in costly treatment and
preventative care. Some owners cannot afford the treatment and must choose to euthanize these dogs.

Two recent studies on hyperuricosuria, sponsored and funded by the Dalmatian Club of America (DCA), indicate that
many more Dalmatians are affected than previously thought. In one study of 377 Dalmatians, approximately 70% of
the males and 25% of the females had sediment or stonesin their bladders. The other study, a survey of 2,118
Dalmatians, concluded that about 30% of the males and 5% of the females had urate stones that required medical
intervention during their lifetime.

The History

In 1971 geneticist and Dalmatian breeder, Robert Schaible, PhD began work on a project to develop Dal matians that
were free of the metabolic defect. Using standard backcrossing protocol, Schaible bred a Dalmatian to a Pointer. After
the one Dalmatian-Pointer cross, he bred successive generations of offspring that were free of the defect to AKC
Dalmatians until he had dogs with all the characteristics of Dalmatians except for hyperuricosuria.

The Solution

In 1981 Schaible applied for AKC registration of two, fifth-generation offspring from the Dalmatian-Pointer cross.

After evaluating his project and receiving DCA support for registration, AKC registered them as Dalmatians. Some
DCA members protested and pressured the AKC into placing a hold on further registration of descendants -- a hold




that has been in place for more than 25 years. Unable to register subsequent dogs with the AKC, Schaible and a few
other Dalmatian breeders continued breeding this lineto AKC registered Dalmatians and registered the offspring with
the United Kennel Club.

Scientific Validation

In 2006, researchers at the University of California, Davis reported that they had identified the gene mutation that
causes hyperuricosuria. This meant that a ssmple DNA test could identify Dalmatians with the condition and those who
arefree of the defect. Descendents of Dr. Schaible s original backcross are still the only ones known to be free of the
defect. They offer the only available option for breeders who want to produce Dalmatians that are not at risk of forming
urate stones. The Dalmatians are now 12 or more generations removed from the single Pointer, that was used only once.
They exceed -- by far -- any criteria to be registered as purebred Dalmatians. Pedigree analysis of the 12th generation of
these dogs indicates that they are 99.98% pure Dalmatian! Anyone interested in further information of the backcross
project, along with photographs and video clips, can go to the following website:

Motivation for this Petition

Recently, opponents of the backcross project within the DCA campaigned against the registration of these dogs and
convinced a slim majority of the voting membership to table any discussion about AKC registration. AKC registration
is key to increasing the number of normal uric acid Dalmatians in the gene pool and thereby into the general Dalmatian
population.

If the AKC is truly serious about promoting the health and welfare of AKC-recognized breeds, we believe the AKC has
the moral obligation and the authority to allow registration of these Dalmatians with or without approval from the
Dalmatian Club of America.

Thank you!

Coalition for Healthier Dalmatians

* Benedict 1916 J.Lab Clin.Med., vol2, pp.1-15
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# by Marion Mitchell

The Dalmatian Backcross Project
commenced in 1973 with the original
outcross of an AKC registered
Champion Pointer sire CH
Shandown’s Rapid Transit bred to an
AKC registered Dalmatian dam Lady
Godiva

Dr. Rabert Schaible conducted the
breeding in an effort to address the
Dalmatian fixed genetic defect that
affects uric acid metabolism and that
may lead to increased urinary uric
acid, urate crystals, urinary bladder
aggregate formation, stones, urinary
tract obstruction and even death.

AKC registered Dalmatians were used
in subsequent matings of the progeny
of the original Dalmatian-Pointer
cross. The first three matings, termed

backcrosses , yielded progeny
generally distributed as__ Low Uric
Acid (LUA) and _ High Uric Acid
(HUA) Urinalysis was used to
distinguish LUAs from HUAsIn
litters.

In 1981 Dr Schaible requested
registration for two of his dogs with
the American Kennel Club. After
careful evaluation the AKC granted
registration of Stocklore Stipples and
Stocklore Linus. The president of

{ . 4 Ddlsylani

AKC stated If thereisalogical,
scientific way to correct genetic health
problems associated with certain breed
traits and still preservethe integrity of
the breed standard, it is incumbent upon
the American Kennel Club to lead the
way Stipples went on to win several
points at AKC shows.

News of registration of Dr. Schaible s
Dalmatians, cause a great deal of
controversy. In 1984 a majority of
Dalmatian Club of America members
voted that they were opposed to
registration of descendants of the
Dalmatian-Pointer backcross. In
response to that vote, the AKC put a
hold on registration of any more
Dalmatians from the line created by Dr.
Schaible. DCA considered the matter
closed and the subject was off limits at
meetings and in the club magazine for
the next 22 years.

In 2005 Denise Powell a wellknown
breeder obtained a female LUA puppy
from Dr Schaible and the LUA project
which was in danger of extinction was
revived. In that same year, DCA
sponsored a study in which ultrasound
was used to detect bladder stonesin
Dalmatians. 377 Dalmatians took part
and it was found that 25,4% of the
females 71.3% of the males had sludge
crystals and stonesin their bladders.

In 2006 the membership of DCA was
polled as to whether the members
favored the continuation of testing and
the breeding of LUA Dalmatians. This
passed with a resounding yes. However
the question of registration was not
raised

In 2007 Danika Bannasch DVM PhD
announced that the gene that controls
uric acid had been identified and a DNA
test for normal or the mutated gene had
been created

In 2008 a group of LUA Dalmatians
wereinvited to attend the Nationals so
that the membership could seefor
themselves that LUA swereno
different from their AKC cousins. The
people who met the LUA Dalmatians
in person were asked to complete a
confidential questionnaire. The
response was overwhelmingly
positive.

Proponents of LUA Dalmatians felt
the time was right to begin discussing
how LUA Dalmatians could finally be
integrated in to the general population
of Dalmatians - in other words what
steps would be necessary for LUA
Dalmatians to be registered with the
AKC. Unfortunately, opponents of
LUA Damatians were able to
convince a slim majority of DCA
members to vote against any
discussion of registration.

Since DCA was not willing to discuss
registration and gave no indication of
when the topic might be opened for
discussion in the future, proponents of
LUA Dalmatians decided to approach
the AKC directly. In the spring of
2009, a petition asking the AKC
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register descendant of the backcross again on the question of registration health which lead him to persist for

project was circulated among Dalmati www.thedca.org/LUA/ over 40 years, against all odds, is an
fanciers and veterinarians. In 6 week HennesseyDCA.pdf inspiration to all who envision a better
time over 1,000 signatures were future for all purebred dogs.
gathered and sent to the AKC. In June 2011 ballots were sent to all | _ :

DCA members asking if they were ir V\rI]OU|C_| like to thank Denise Powell for

L : . elping me with this article. It was

qun receiving the request for favor qf reglstratlon for descendants important to make sure the facts were
registration, the AKC Board referred t the Pointer-Dalmatian backcross. 58 g irect since the article it will be on the
matter to their newly formed Health ai voted Yes web at the DogPress.com
Welfare Advisory Committee - an Marion Mitchell
impartial panel of highly regarded At their meeting in July thboard of
people in the field of canine health. the AKC voted to allow registration ¢ To be published in
Early in 2010 the committee reported descendants of Stocklore Stipples. TheDogPress.com

back to the AKC Board with a
unanimous recommendation that LU/ One further note the Kennel Club of
Dalmatians should be registered the United Kingdom had already
recorded that three imported LUA
After getting the Health and Welfare Dalmatians are indeed real Dalmatic
Advisory Committee report the AKC and are registered with the Kennel
spent the rest of 2010 conferring bacl Club. This year Fiona who had beer
and forth the Dalmatian Club of imported by Julie Evans of the UK
America. In November they reached ¢ won enough shows to be asked to
agreement giving DCA six months to attend Crufts. A fourth LUA female
disseminate information and encourai resides in France.
discussion among club members abo
LUA Dalmatians. At the end of the six In closing | would like to say that Dr.
months club members were to be poll Schaible’s dedication to Dalmatian
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Vicki Eckard; Webster showed in Wild Card
Gala went Best of Opposite at the Utility and got a 4th place.
Pittsburgh, PA Dalmatian specialty We all had a wonderful time!
giving her the 2nd major towards her Judy Dugan

AKC Grch.

At the cluster of shows in Bel Alton
Maryland

She also earned the 3rd leg of her Rally Excellent titlle av
1st in the class,

1st leg of Beginning Novice Obedience with a 2nd in the

class,

2nd leg of Beginning Novice Obedience with a 1st in the Jerl Jennings;

class On Sun., July 13, Clay
Jennings placed 2nd. in

She will now baJKC-Grch, AKC-Ch Challenge's First in the 70-yr & Up class, in a

Line, RE, CGC 5K run at the Camarrillo,
CA, Fiesta.

Spirit got 2 more RAE legs July 16th &17th at Murfreesboro,

TN. Respectable scores of 93,97 on Saturday and 92, 88 on He was accompanied by

Sunday. Becket (NorthStar's Flags




