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will be able to put on this 
year�s show without asking for 
cash contributions from club 
members.  But, we can only 
continue to do that if you 
donate your new or gently used 
items to our 2011 Dalamazoo 
raffle.  There will be, quite 
literally, thousands of people 
on the show grounds during 
Premier and we want to make 
the most of the opportunity 
again.  Since we will have such 
a large audience, your 
donations don�t have to be 
Dalmatian specific.  We�re not 
proud, we�ll take almost 
anything you want to send our 
way and raffle it off  You could 
even work around a theme like 
�Dirty Dog� and include 
shampoo, conditioner, a bath 
brush and towel, etc.  Please 
send your raffle items to 
Loretta Swanson at: 
1018 8th Avenue 
Belvidere, IL 61008 
 
And of course, if you live a 
clean and clutter free life and 
would prefer to make a cash 
donation instead, you are 
welcome to do that too.  They 
too can be sent to me at the 
above address.  If you have any 
questions about anything 
related to Dalamazoo 2011, 
please feel free to contact me at 
lmswanson@comcast.net. 

The Dalmatians of North 
America 2011 specialty show 
will be held on Thursday, 
June 16th in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan with Ms. Barbara 
Lauer judging.  Our specialty 
will be held in conjunction 
with the UKC�s 18th annual 
Premier event. 
 
DALAMAZOO can be pre-
entered via snail mail for 
$25.00 per entry or on the 
day of show from 11:00 a.m. 
through 12:30 p.m. for 
$30.00 per entry.  To get the 
discounted rate, pre-entries 
must be received by June 1, 
2011.  To enter Dalamazoo, 
you can use this link  www.
ukcdogs.com/res/pdf.fo1fbl.
pdf to get the form you will 
need.  The completed, signed 
form, along with your check 
or money order, should be 
sent to the show secretary 
Kimberly Richardson at: 
1413 High St.  
Leavenworth, KS 66048 
 
Entries for Premier events 
(conformation and 
performance) are pre-entry 
only but can be made on-line 
or via snail mail.  To enter 
PREMIER online, get the 
entry form online.  Fill out 
just one entry form per dog 
for all of the shows/trails in 
which you intend to compete 

over the three day period of 
the show.   When entering on-
line, you must pay with a 
credit card. 
 
To enter PREMIER via fax or 
snail mail, download the pdf 
file.  Page 12 of that file is the 
Premier Entry Form.  Again, 
just fill out one form per dog 
for everything you want to 
enter and then mail your entry 
form with your fees (check, 
money order, or credit card) 
to: UKC Entries, PO Box 39, 
Portage MI 49081-0039 
OR, if you prefer, fax your 
entry, with your credit card 
information on it, to the UKC 
entry fax number: 
1-269-349-5590 
 
If you are hoping for that 
coveted TOTAL DOG 
AWARD from the UKC, you 
must enter one of the Premier 
performance events on 
Saturday and the Premier 
conformation event on 
Saturday (sorry, but our 
conformation specialty 
doesn�t count toward Total 
Dog).  Last year we had two 
Dalmatians earn the total Dog 
Award.  Let�s try for another 
two this year!   
 
RAFFLE ITEMS.  Last year�s 
raffle was a great success; so 
much so, that we probably 



I was hooked when I first 
heard Suzanne speak at the 2008 
APDT convention held in Louisville.  
Here was a person that had the same 
thinking I did about relationships with 
your animals.  She started out in 
horses, just as I did.  Suzanne is well 
educated and a wonderful speaker!  I 
have since attended a 2 day seminar in 
2009 at CCDTC and lectures at the 
2010 APDT  conference in Atlanta.  
Suzanne is a lecturer, award winning 
author and holistic dog trainer.  She 
lives in upstate New York on a 
working cattle farm with her husband 
and numerous other animals.  She also 
raises German Shepherds some that 
are used as guide dogs for the blind.  
Check out her website www.
flydogpress.com for more 
information about her, seminars and 
publications.  I strongly advise 
reading her latest book, �If A Dog�s 
Prayers Were Answered� Bones 
Would Rain From The Sky�. 
             Saturday and Sunday 
consisted of lecture mixed with 
demonstrations of pre-selected case 
studies.   The seminar focused on 
understanding canine behavior.  
Specific topics discussed were the 
nature of fear and anxiety, aggression, 
bite etiology, stress, arousal, 
resilience and environmental factors.  
             Suzanne has six �Elemental 
Questions� that she uses to 
�communicate and evaluate� any 
animal. 
 
Hello? 
Who are you? 
How is this for you? 
May I�? 

Can you�? 
Can we ... 
 
She has spent a lifetime perfecting her 
ability to ask these questions and be 
able to observe and interpret the dog�s 
response.  It is amazing to watch her 
interact and evaluate dogs she has never 
met in a matter of minutes.  I was also 
impressed at her ability to work with the 
dogs while explaining to the audience 
what was happening.  She stated that 
you could start with any of the first 
three questions.  However, all three 
should be asked before moving on to the 
last three.  We kept returning to these 
questions as she worked with the pre-
selected case studies. 
 
             Spirit has been shown in 
conformation, AKC & UKC obedience 
and rally.  He was socialized as a puppy 
to the best of my ability.  I am a 
licensed veterinary technician and have 
attended many seminars and continuing 
education sessions on behavior, 
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including the five day �Dogs� course 
offered by Purdue University.  Spirit 
has become more timid and fearful 
despite my efforts.  Anyone could fill 
out a questioner about his or her dog 
when registering for the seminar.  
Suzanne chose which �case studies� 
she would use a week before the 
seminar.  Since I was having issues 
with Spirit, I filled out the form.  I was 
happy to hear she selected him.  (It 
was like having a free lesson.)  I also 
signed up for a private lesson on 
Monday morning.  (I didn�t know if he 
would be a case study at the time we 
had to sign up.) 
             Spirit was the first case study 
presented after two hours of lecture.  I 
took him up to the front of the 
audience, about fifty people seated in a 
horseshoe shape.  Suzanne was in front 
speaking equipped with a microphone 
and speakers.   
             Spirit was apprehensive.  I let 
him go up to Suzanne and sniff and 
then back away.  She was armed with 



treats to evaluate Spirit�s �Safety 
Zone�.  I let him off lead after a few 
minutes so he could move freely and 
stay at his safe distance.  He was very 
reactive to any noises.  The heaters 
switching on, the speakers or anyone 
laughing made his ears twitch and his 
body stiffen.  Suzanne sat down and 
started throwing treats on the ground 
that Spirit ran after and ate.  She was 
conducting a version of �Treat/
Retreat�, an approach that she 
developed based on Dr. Ian Dunbar�s 
�retreat with honor� exercise.  The key 
points are: 
Only the dog decides what is or is not 
acceptable for him. 
The dog is given complete autonomy 
within the situation. 
The dog must feel safe at all times. 
All humans involved must respect the 
dog. 

She was sitting in a chair to be 
less threatening to Spirit.  She would 
toss some cheese about 30 feet away.  
Spirit would go eat the treat and return 
to about 15 feet from her.  This was 
done multiple times waiting for Spirit 
to determine how far back he would 
return to her.  Sometimes a treat would 
be tossed six to 8 feet away.  If he 
came and ate the treat and withdrew, 
that was too close.  The next treat was 
tossed farther.  Suzanne had me take 
Spirit to the other end of the training 
building every few minutes so he 
could relax from the exercise.  The 
�official� version of �Treat/Retreat� 
has the person standing, so they can 
back up when they throw the treat to 
the dog.  This continues to encourage 
the dog to approach the stranger.  The 
stranger is less threatening when 
seated.  So, the method was adapted to 
throw the treat farther away if you 
miscalculate and toss one too close. 
Suzanne asked a man from the 
audience to change places with her in 
the chair.  He approached the chair 
very smoothly and before he sat down 
Spirit started to growl and bark.  This 
man was not threatening in size or 

stature.  He asked me if he was going 
to get bitten!  I assured him no.  Now 
Spirit had a whole new �safe distance�, 
but he still would eat the treats that 
were tossed.  The man continued to 
toss treats following Suzanne�s 
instructions for five to ten minutes 
while everyone observed Spirit.  I was 
asked to tell Spirit�s history at the end 
of his demonstration.  It is even hard 
for me to believe all that he has done 
based on his actions at the seminar.  
One would think he had not been 
handled except for the fact that he 
responds to my wishes quite 
accurately. 

Before we left the �spotlight�, 
Suzanne recommended that Spirit be 
medicated to help him deal with is 
fears.  She suggested, Zylkeen, a milk 
protein that has been quite successful 
in Europe with noise phobic dogs and 
cats.  The product is not available in 
the United States, but Swanson�s 
Women�s Stress Formula contains the 
same ingredients.  More information 
on Zylkeen can be found at www.
zylkene.co.uk.  I will try this on Spirit 
and see if it can help him.  It is a shame 
that he is so fearful because he has 
been very easy to train.  He actually 
enjoys working � in our training 
building � when no monsters scare 
him! 
            Anxitane was another anti-
anxiety product suggested.  It is 
Suntheanine (L-Theanine), the 
ingredient found in green tea.  Virbac 
makes the canine product Anxitane and 
more information can be found at 
www.virbacvet.com.  Suntheanine is 
available in the health food store much 
less expensive than Anxitane from 
your Vet.  She just suggested to be sure 
that �Suntheanine� was the product 
purchased, since that is the ingredient 
tested in all the clinical trials.  One 
should also advise their veterinarian 
that they are using these products to 
make sure there are no interactions 
with any current medications. 

These products are both 
�natural� and I would have no 
objections using them.  I think they 
could be helpful on �normal� dogs/
cats when put into stressful situations.  
Moving to a new house, boarding, 
long show, or new baby are times 
when I would consider using them. 
My private lesson on Monday 
morning continued with more Treat/
Retreat.  This time only me, Suzanne 
and the woman coordinating the 
seminar were in the whole training 
building.  Spirit was much more 
receptive to Suzanne � his treat 
dispenser!  She believes that 
continuing this exercise with him will 
help him handle his human fears 
better.  We had handouts that 
explained her concepts in more detail.  
This was the explanation on why the 
Treat/Retreat exercise works.  
The procedure works because the dog 
determines the distance.  The food 
rewards the dog voluntarily moving 
towards the stranger.  Additional 
reinforcement is provided by the 
removal of social pressure.  (Tossing 
the treat away well into the safety 
zone) 
             This is my condensed version 
of this procedure.  I strongly 
recommend attending one of 
Suzanne�s seminars if you are truly 
interested in a relationship with your 
dog.  Her approach to training can 
help everyone even if your dog is not 
fearful or aggressive.  I learn more 
each time I hear her speak and also 
improve my canine observation skills.  
I should mention there were five other 
case studies discussed.  All dogs with 
different issues. 
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On Easter weekend a group of us 
went to 4 IABCA shows to compete 
for our International Championships. 
Here is a picture of Bizzi modeling 
her medals! She is now INT.CH/
UKC GRCH/AKC CH Rim Rock N 
Siobahn Keepin’ Bizzi. I think she is 
living up to her name. She did man-
age to get a Group 2 at one of the 
shows also!    Barb Allison 
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Ariel O’Brien brags, The weekend of April 3-4 LanieAnne 
earned her URO1 title in 3 
straight trials, taking a 4th 
place in the 2nd trial.  Then she 
moved up to also get her first 
leg toward her URO2 title, also 
earning a 4th place for that run.  
We have earned 2 titles to-
gether in 3 weeks.  Needless to 
say, I am very happy.  She is 
now known as �URO1 Inish-
more�s LanieAnne RN, CGC, 
TDI.                              
                                                  LanieAnne with UKC Judge  
                                                            Joan Klinger showing off her 
                                                            title ribbon 
 
Lana Myers brags on her boys,
Champion Cardel’s Obi Wind 
Kenobi a/k/a Jedi Myers 
Tyler Myers 
Mary-Lynn Jensen 
 
  
 
  

 

LUA�s brag; 

We have a Facebook page!! 

http://www.facebook.com/
DalmatiansWithTheLowUricAcidGene  

 

Gala got the 2nd leg of 
her Rally Excellent title 
at the NJ shows, and at 
the UKC shows the fol-
lowing week she went 
BOB at both the shows 
and a Reserve Best in 
Show at the 2nd show.  
 

Gala is U-GRCH A-CH 
Challenge’s First in Line, 
RA, CGC 
 

Owned by Vickie Eckard and Karen Linsky 

 

 

Photo 
by 
Gerry 
Chen  

DNA’s annual  
election  

coincides with our annual meeting and 
specialty which will be held this year on 
June 16th in  
 
 
Kalamazoo, Michigan in  
conjunction with the UKC Premier. 
 
Thank you to the nominating  
committee, consisting of Chair Lorie 
McCrone, members P. Karen  
McDonnell and Cindy Taylor, and  
alternate Liz Arbaugh, for putting  
together a default slate of candidates for 
this year’s vacancies: 
 
Director: Amy Marrich  amy@demarco.
com 
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DNA is a UKC club for people who 
own, breed and admire Dalmatians. 
The UKC is an outstanding organiza-
tion but the AKC has traditionally 
been considered the registry of choice 
for most Dalmatian breeders. 
 
I think it is safe to say that the main 
reason there is a UKC Dalmatian club 
is because of the Dalmatian Club of 
America�s opposition to AKC registra-
tion for LUA Dalmatians. When Bob 
Schaible began his backcross program, 
his goal was to produce LUA  
Dalmatians that could be registered 
with the AKC.  In 1980 Bob applied 
for AKC registration for two 5th  
generation offspring from his breeding 
program. The AKC reviewed his  
project, consulted with DCA�s Board 
and early in 1981 the applications 
were approved and those two descen-
dants of the backcross project joined 
the ranks of purebred Dalmatians. 
 
Although Bob had never made any  
secret of his intention to seek registra-
tion, some DCA members were  
surprised , even shocked , that he had 
succeeded.  Some felt that  DCA�s 
board should have polled the member-
ship before telling the AKC that the 

club was in support of registration and 
DCA members have been arguing 
about it ever since. 

 
When the AKC was made aware of 
the fact that many DCA members  
objected to the registration of Bob�s 
dogs, they put a hold in place that 
halted further registration . All of  
today�s LUA Dalmatians are descen-
dants of Stocklore Stipples AKC 
#NS60100, one of the two that were 
registered in 1981. 
 
Fast forward to 2011. The AKC is  
giving DCA members another  
opportunity to express their opinions 
on the question of registration for  
descendants of  Stocklore Stipples. 
The AKC has made it clear they will 
consider the feelings of DCA mem-

bers but the AKC has final say on this 
matter. 
 
It is unclear how all this will impact 
our club. Many of our members joined 
DNA as an alternative to DCA. But in 
the past few years, many of us have 
found something in this club and at 
UKC shows that has been missing 
from DCA and AKC shows for a long 
time. It has to do with a lot more than 
DCA�s anti-LUA position, it has to do 
with very basic questions about what it 
means to be guardians of a breed. In 
some ways it comes down to a differ-
ence in priorities. Some say that the 
difference between the UKC and the 
AKC is that the UKC is about the dog 
and the AKC is about the show. 
 
I think we all wish for an end to the 
battle over AKC registration for LUA 
Dalmatians. Those who want to  
register their Dalmatians with the AKC 
will not give up. It is only a  
matter of time before LUA Dals are 
registered with the AKC. It is impossi-
ble to predict if DNA will continue to 
grow and thrive once LUA Dalmatians 
can be registered with the AKC. But I 
think it is fair to say that the  
Dalmatian fancy will benefit from the 
end of the registration war. 
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horse, I ended up in the ER in-
stead.  So we tried again at the 
next road trial and Robbie went 
High in Trial.  
 
In February 2011, Robbie 
achieved his 33rd title.  These 
are the titles that have been 
added to his name over the 
years:  CD CDX UD RN RA 
RE NA NAJ OA OAJ AX 
AXJ NF NAP NJP OAP OJP 
CC RD RDX PAC U-CD U-
CDX UAGI UAGII UACH 

UKC-CH PS1 PK1 PG1 PJ1 PD1 
NAC.  But the best title of all is this 
one:  MY DOG.  We have spent so 
many years training together and trial-
ing together.  He has added so much to 
my life.  I can only hope that I have 
given him as much pleasure and love 
as he has given me. 

 
 

Robbie got his first title, CD, at the age 
of 13 months in four trials.  He got his 
CDX the following year, but it took a 
little longer for the UD.  I had a lot of 
fun telling people that Robbie got his 
UD title exactly two weeks before his 
first birthday.  Of course he was almost 
four years old, but since he was born on 
leap year day, he didn't actually have 
his first birthday until Feb. 29, 2004. 
 
With the obedience titles under his belt, 
we decided to try agility.  Robbie was a 
natural.  He got his novice standard ti-
tle in his first three trials, but it took 
him an extra trial to get his novice 
jumpers title.  Then for a while, we had 
to put things on hold while we dealt 
with the ugly issue of stone forming.  
Robbie blocked three times and finally 
we had the urethrostomy surgery done.  
He recovered quickly and was back to 
doing the things he loved.  We had 
started with AKC events and then went 
on to UKC events.  More recently, we 
have progressed to USDAA agility and 
NADAC agility. 
 
But something was missing.  Dalma-
tians are the only breed that are road 
dogs.  I had to give that a try, and once 
again, Robbie excelled.  He would 
have gotten his RD in his first road 
trial had we been able to complete the 
endurance portion of the trial.  But due 
to an unfortunate accident on my rental 

There are special days in 
everyone's life, and  
February 29 is always a 
little special because it 
only comes once every 
four years.  Leap year day 
is VERY special for me 
because on February 29th, 
2000, my little boy, later to 
be named Hattrick's Dream 
Come True, was born.  
 
Robbie came from Mike 
and Maureen Deer of  
Hattrick Dalmatians near Chicago.  I 
picked him out from pictures and 
Mike, who worked for the airline and 
could fly for free, flew Robbie to 
Richmond to deliver him to me.  It 
was the start of a wonderful relation-
ship between a girl and her dog.  I got 
Robbie as a performance dog but 
agreed to show him in conformation 
as well.  We weren't very successful in 
the AKC conformation ring but Rob-
bie was a star in the obedience ring.  
We later went back into the conforma-
tion ring and Robbie got his UKC 
Championship. 
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