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Carol Hunter has repeatedly 
asked me to write something 
which I think is akin to this 
title from the old Edgar 
Bergan and Charlie 
McCarthy radio programs or 
from the �modern� Andy 
Rooney ruminations on 60 
Minutes.  Hence, you can 
blame Carol for this column! 
 
There are two primary 
values that I believe came 
from this almost exercise of 
futility of the past 38 years.   

First is, of course, making 
the normal gene for transport 
of uric acid into liver cells 
available for breeding 
programs within the entire 
population of Dalmatian 
dogs.  The second is the 
value of understanding and 

addressing the politics in 
regard to the acceptance of a 
scientific solution to a 
problem.  The first value has 
been discussed a lot.  Denise 
Powell has recently started to 
discuss the second value 
which, I believe, is equally 
important. 
 
Artificial selection and 
purebreeding served us well 
through most of the 20th 
century in producing animals 
that conformed to an 
accepted standard.   The 
result was so satisfying to 
some fanciers of companion 
animals, especially dogs, that 
a culture developed in which 
the animals and their 
pedigrees were essentially 
idolized.   To consider any 
other breeding program, 
especially a cross outside the 
breed, was heresy. 
 
Development of the field of 
genetics also occurred in the 
20th century and provided 
other breeding programs 
such as matings to produce 
inbred lines and backcrossing 
to introgress a specific gene 
into an inbred line or pure 

breed.  Progeny tests for 
recessive genes that were 
developed during the same 
period have now been 
replaced by utilization of 
molecular chromosome 
markers to detect specific 
genes in an animal�s 
genotype. 
 
Animal fanciers have been 
reluctant to apply these 
genetic advancements to the 
breeding of companion 
animals.  Recent studies of 
epigenetics may provide the 
reason why.  Some  
experiences in life are so 

impressive to an individual 
that those experiences are 
recorded in their genes as 
long-term memory and 
enhanced with every 
subsequent reference to 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Robert Schaible, Ph.D. 

� The second is  
the value of 

understanding and 
addressing the 

politics in regard to 
the acceptance of a 
scientific solution  

to a problem.� 

� ...that a culture 
developed in which 

the animals and their 
pedigrees were 

essentially idolized.�  



might be a good time for DNA mem-
bers to think about what kind of club 
they want DNA to be. The club must 
meet some basic requirements in or-
der to remain affiliated with the UKC. 
At a minimum, our club is expected 
to: 
 
    * Promoting and encouraging the 
breeding of better and finer purebred 
dogs by educating club members 
through a regular newsletter, semi-
nars, internet web sites, etc. It also 
includes supporting health-related 
studies related to the club’s breed. 
    * Promoting the breed and increas-
ing its popularity in a responsible 
manner. 

    * Encouraging club members and 
breeders to accept the standard of the 
breed as established and approved by 
the United Kennel Club as the stan-
dard by which the breed shall be bred 
and judged. 
    * Educating and publicizing the 
high standard of excellence of UKC 
registered dogs of the club’s breed. 
    * Conducting UKC-licensed events, 
including at least one conformation 
event every two years. (UKC National 
Breed Associations are strongly en-
couraged to host performance events 
in conjunction with conformation 
events.) 
    * Promoting good sportsmanship in 
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Denise Powell 

It is no secret that many/most members 
join Dalmatians of North America 
(DNA), due to the anti-LUA attitudes 
exhibited by leaders of the Dalmatian 
Club of America (DCA) in recent 
years.  
 
One has to wonder what will happen to 
DNA now that a strong majority of 
DCA members voted in favor or AKC 
registration for LUA Dalmatians. So 
much of DNA�s focus has been on the 
fate of LUA Dalmatians, the club is 
going to need to find a way to remain 
relevant.  
 
In today�s world, clubs of all kinds 
need to adapt in order to survive. This 

(Continued from page 1) 

them.  The results are convictions 
which are genetically determined.   
Thus, culture may render an individual 
incapable of considering any other 
explanation or solution to a given 
problem. 
 
Political leaders and scientists need to 
be aware of how convictions develop 
and how to obtain support of alternative 
solutions that may solve or lessen the 
negative consequences of a problem.  
Cognition relative to perceiving risk or 
consequences of actions does not fully 
develop in humans until late teens and 
early 20�s.   Therefore, it behooves 
parents and other educators to do all 
possible to teach young people to 
consider and practice thinking of 
alternative solutions to problems, rather 
than reciting only one solution as 
satisfactory or correct.  If adults can be 
presented with alternative solutions to a 
problem before they have established 
convictions, there may be hope for 
them as well.  
 

 I believe this exercise in obtaining a 
positive vote for AKC registration of 
Backcross Dalmatians has made most 
of us aware of what needs to be done, 
at least from a practical viewpoint.  
Denise has emphasized the importance 
of personal contact.  The contributions 
of Danika Bannasch, Holly Nelson, 
Susanne Hughes, Irv Krukenkamp, 
Mary-Lynn Jensen and Jim Seltzer, as 
familiar and respected scientists, 
greatly influenced the final vote.   
From the more political side we 
especially need to acknowledge the 
efforts of Denise Powell, Ken and Eva 
Berg, Carol Chase, Joanne Nash, 

Sylvia Howison, Alfred and Esme 
Treen, Wayne Cavanaugh (President of 
UKC), William Stifel (President of 
AKC) and those others not previously 
named on the AKC and DCA Boards 
who supported our efforts through the 
past 38 years.  When we are able to 
register and show our Backcross 
Dalmatians with AKC as well as UKC, 
I hope we will do so with both 
registries.   Because of the two values I 
have emphasized, I also hope that we 
will refer to both �backcross� and 
�politics� with respect. 
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� Some  experiences in  
life are so impressive to  
an individual that those 

experiences are recorded in 
their genes as long-term 
memory and enhanced  
with every subsequent  

reference to them.� 
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After many years of wishing to start a 
rescue specifically for deaf 
Dalmatians I am finally seeing my 
dream come true.  Thanks to many 
people who have given so much 
support we filed our Articles of 
Incorporation for the State of 
Pennsylvania as a non-profit 
organization effective August 1, 2011.  
We are currently waiting for approval 
for our 501(C)(3) status from the IRS, 
 
Currently we have 7 approved foster 
homes in VA, PA, TN, TX and CT 
and are actively seeking more.  Our 
primary goal is to only take purebred 
Dalmatians but we currently have a 
Dal/Lab mix in our foster home in 
VA, that came from a shelter in VA.  

Gabe was thrown from a moving car 
onto the freeway in VA and suffered a 
broken shoulder but he has healed 
nicely and is ready to find a forever 
family.  You can see him at our website 
at: www.spotteddogdalmatianrescue.org 
and we invite everyone to visit us there 
and to tell all of their friends.  We  also 
have a Face Book page and hope that 
everyone will like us. 
 
Out primary goal is to give breeders an 
option for placing their deaf puppies 
with us, where they will receive 
socialization and basic obedience 
training.  The puppies will be kept in 
foster homes until they can be spayed/
neutered.  None of the puppies will go 
to homes on a spay/neuter contract 
since we feel it is very difficult to 
enforce this contract.  We will also take 
owner surrenders on a case by case 
basis but the owners will be responsible 
for making sure the dog has been fully 
vetted before we take him/her. 
 
We are an all volunteer group of people 
who feel strongly that deaf dogs not 
only make wonderful family pets, but 
also make great competitors in both the 

obedience and agility ring. We intend 
to do outreach education to the public 
about the benefits of owning a deaf 
dog and will also partner with Patricia 
Belt in her Bite an Fire Safety 
Programs she has in schools. 
 
I feel the DNA has always been very 
supportive of my passion for the deaf 
Dalmatians and I sincerely hope to 
receive the continued support of the 
membership. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ariel O’Brien, President 
Spotted Dog Dalmatian Rescue 
CGC Evaluator # 82709 
TDI Evaluator # 1192 
 
"Deaf Dogs Hear With Hearts Not 
Ears" 
 
 

!���"#��#$�#!�%��&����#!��!&�"�

the training and exhibition of dogs. 
    * Supporting health-related studies 
related to the club’s breed. 
    * Encouraging the formation of sub-
ordinate regional specialty clubs. 
    * Maintaining regular contact with 
members and UKC by means of a regu-
lar newsletter. 
    * Providing UKC with updated 
membership rosters each year, as well 
as updated lists of officers/directors fol-
lowing each election. 
    * Educating judges about the essen-
tial elements of the club’s breed. 
 
For a club of our size, with members 
spread all across the country and be-

yond, I think we have done very well 
at meeting the UKC�s requirements. (I 
have to say that our newsletter editor is 
fabulous) But we are going to need to 
find a new focus now that the fight to 
get LUA Dalmatians accepted by other 
registries has been won.  

 
The club needs volunteers to serve on 
the Board and the show committee. We 
also need to brainstorm about what�s 
next for this club. I hope to see some 
lively discussion on the club list in the 
coming months. 
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by Carol Chase  

Well, my head is still spinning.  Fiona 
has her own Wikapedia page, she is (so 
far) the only LUA to attend Crufts, she 
has won Best of Breed, the Utility 
Group, Reserve Best in Show, and now 
has a CC (Challenge Certificate).  This 

has really been a wild ride, much more 
than I ever expected.  In Aug of 2010, 
Fiona went to England to have a litter 
of puppies.  Julie Evans wanted to 
show her a bit and that began the land-
slide mentioned above.  
 
The CC is a very coveted win.  Three 
of those CC�s and your dog becomes a 
champion.  Winning a UK Challenge 

Certificate has been explained to me as 
the equivalent to winning BOB from 
the classes at a specialty.  The entries 
for these shows is huge, 100 (give or 
take a few) Dalmatians.  Being Ameri-
can, I can�t imagine having to win the 
breed from the classes THREE times to 
become a champion.  Fiona is the first 
American Dalmatian to win a CC.   

 
Thank you Julie for your perseverance 
in this remarkable adventure.  With-
out you, Fiona would not be the star 
she is today.   
 
Love and Kisses Fiona & Julie   
 
  � Fiona has her own  

Wikapedia page... 



INT CH / U-GRCH / GCH Rim Rock’s Easy Ryder Bags. 
They both were always owner handled! Bizzi by Barb 
and Ryder by Chris Aranowski. To top it all off Bizzi is 
going to be a Mom in a couple of weeks! 
  
 
Amy Marrich has LOTS of Brags! 
At the Calusa Dog Club NADAC trial held in Arcadia, 
FL on 7/30-31. Jammy (CH U-CD Anticipation Celebra-
tion CD RAE OAJ NA NF RD NJC) had a great time 
coming out of his semi retirement and qualified with a 
4th in Novice Proficient Tunnelers and a 3rd in Novice 
Proficient Touch N Go . He also took 1st place both days 
in Vet Open Proficient Jumpers. Emma (CH Woodwynd 
Spot On CDX GN RE AX MXJ OF RD) didn’t qualify 
but had some nice placements due to how fast she was 
despite my bad steering! She took a 1st, 2nd and a 4th in 
Novice Proficient Reg Agility over the two days and a 
4th in Novice Proficient Jumpers. 
 
At the Tailwagger Training Club trial on 8/5 in Lake 
Worth, FL, Emma took 3rd place in Excellent B and 
earned 11 MACH points in our first ever AKC agility 
qualifying run. 
 
Unfortunately not counting towards a UKC title, Emma 
competed in dock diving at a Splash Dog recognized trial 
in Lutz, FL on 8/6-7 with the following results. In Splash 
1 she jumped 9.06 for 5th place and a Splash leg. In 

Splash 2 she jumped for 9.09 which earned her 1st place 
and another Splash leg. In Splash 3 we jumped 9.06 for 
3rd place and a third Splash leg. In Splash 4 she jumped 
another 9.09 for 1st place and a fourth Splash leg but 
then jumped herself right out of a title in Splash 5 (you 
need 5 jumps at a level) and into the Junior division with 
a 10.09 for 4th. With this last jump being at Junior level 
we competed in that level’s final where we took 4th place 

(Continued on page 6) 
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From Mary-Lynn Jensen Ph.D.;  
U-Ch Woodwynd Mind Body & Spirit aka Zen � three 
Champion Class Wins, two Companion Group 1�s and a 
Companion Group 2 
 
U-Ch Woodwynd Dotter�s Eagle Scout aka Cubby � one 
Champion Class Win and a Companion Group 1 
 
U-Ch  Cardel�s Obi Wind Kenobi aka Jedi � One Champion 
Class Win and a Companion Group 1 
 
U-Ch Woodwynd Sweet Tea aka Sweet Tea � Three Cham-
pion Class Wins, a Companion Group 4, a Companion 
Group 2, a Companion Group 1 and a BEST IN SHOW! 
 
And in Junior Showmanship � Tyler Myers and U-Ch Wood-
wynd Sweet Tea � one Novice Junior first, two seconds and 
a third.  
 
The BEST part about Tyler�s win was that in UKC junior 
showmanship judges ask the kids questions � about canine 
anatomy, breed specific questions, ring procedure ques-
tions� things like that.  Our judge at the first show was th e 
DNA specialty judge from Premier weekend.  Her question 
for Tyler was, �What is LUA and why is it important to 
your breed?�  Little did she know that Tyler�s Dal, Jedi 
*IS* an LUA Dal and so Tyler promptly answered her 
question � correctly and FAR MORE completely than she 
ever expected 
from an 8 year 
old! 
 
 Barb Allison 
brags of two new 
AKC Grand 
Champions! Both 
Bizzi and Ryder 
have completed 
the requirements 

to be awarded the 
title of AKC Grand 
Champions. They 
are now known as 
INT CH / U-
GRCH / GCH Rim 
Rock N Siobahn’s 
Keepin’ Bizzi and  
 

Bizzi 

Ryder 
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Proctor�s Nu Beginning (LUA DAISY),  at 6 months of age, 
attended her first UKC shows in Placerville, California.  Re-
sults -- 4 BOB�s and 4 Group 1�s (beating an AKC Ch. in the 
Group).  Daisy�s sire is LUA Ch. Rambler Carey�s Dara Mac 
and her dam is AKC Ch. Proctor�s Dappled Hi-Note (Jazzy). 
 
Proudly Owned by: 
Eva Berg & Sharon Mosbaugh 

Proctor Dalmatians 
 
  

(Continued from page 5) 

with a 10.09. 
In his return to showing, U-CH Int-CH U-RO1  
Woodwynd Dotter’s Eagle Scout went to the Upper  
Suncoast Dog Training Club show on 8/13-14 earned 2 
Reserves from the Champion class and took the class and 
the breed in one of the four shows on his way to a Group 
1. After 2 years out of the ring Cubby got the hang of it 
again and looked fantastic. I was very proud of my liver 
boy as he went around the ring with Mary-Lynn! 
 
 

 Jeri Jennings, Becket, Tika, and  
Katie -- Jeri & Clay Jennings three Long-Coat Dalma-
tians -- enjoyed a late-August visit from Tika’s Litter-
mate, Linus. 
 
Turned in to the Waco TX shelter along with Tika, Linus 
now makes his home in Las Vegas, NV, with Melanie 
and John Huntington, and like his siblings, is learning to 
be an agility dog. 
In Camarillo on a hot August weekend, Linus got to en-
joy Agility practice outdoors on grass, and a visit to Ven-
tura Beach. 

 
 
 
Ken and Eva Berg,   
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Here are some great web pages with more info about our ambitious project: 

www.luadalmatians.com 
 
www.dalmatianheritage.com 

www.ukcdogs.com                  http://normaldals.blogspot.com/ 

 
Check us out on YouTube! http://www.youtube.com/user/UKCDalmatians 
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Dedicated to the promotion of the 
sound healthy Dalmatian 

An ancient breed with much to offer; 
in obedience, agility, conformation 

and as a family companion www.spotsdna.org 
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